Leeds U11 v Derby U11s — 5" October 2013

Sector 1 as itwill henceforth be referred to, began with the blackand whites of Derby heading left to right on a flat pitch atSt
Theresa’s (chez Leeds) againstthe home side’s yellows. Ben Kenneally was back this week after sickness for the lastmatchand
looked at the off as though he was more than ready for the challenge after a week off. Jack Donohue ingoal had the strength of
Kenneally, Leyton Elliot Garbutt and the ever-reliableJack Grasshamshoring up the defence whilstthe midfield of Harry Barton,
Thomas Woodeson and Charlie Owen looked slightly more nervous at the beginning. What was reassuring was to see the
attackingforce of Taylor Thompson and Johnny White who, looked up for the battle Derby’s firstattack presented itselfright
down the centre and ended up alreadyatthis earlystagewith a 1:1 with the keeper, resultingina free kick right outside the
box. The strikewas clean, directed at goal and luckily for us was managed to be flicked over by the sturdy 3 man wall. Worrying
that the Derby team were already getting the rub of the green... The followingcornerresultedina clearancehowever it was
clear that ‘Will’, Derby’s very tall central midfielder and number 4 was going to be instrumental in most of Derby’s playduring
the match. The free kick that followed within the next 2 minutes or so awarded to Derby for a rashtackleresulted ina quickly
taken attempt before ourlads had even turned andfaced... poor Jack Donohue obviouslysawitlate, and the resulting free ball
was duly knocked intoa wide open goal —0-1 and all sense of having fun today duly evaporated. And so the honeymoon of last
week’s win was over and Leeds set to work. The midfield of Thomas Woodeson and Charlie Owen immediately were on the
offensive with Owen immediately havinga crackingshoton goal that was lowand justwide of the left post — a great effort. The
resulting corner by Thompson was deftly taken but well cleared by the Derby number 13 who was doinga sterlingjob of
instructing his defence what to do and when... and then leading by example. However, as sector 1 continued the Derby pressure
became a midfield tusslethatinturn became Leeds dominance - Leeds began to boss the game with several attacks and several
low, hard shots justending up on the wrong side of the uprights — Thompson was in fine form and White was all over the Derby
back 3 likea man possessed —young Mr Spence was alsowarmingup nicely - itwas only a matter of time before the attack
minded Leeds scored...and then the whistleblew. 0-1 to the visitors.

The 2" sector began with all 4 substitutes makingtheir appearance —Haroon Bostan on the left in defence, Archie Owen on the
left midfield replacing Charlie Owen, Jayden Richards on the left wing and Harry Barton in the centre - Woodeson,Elliot, Owen
and White were off for arest and as one would expect, it took time for the team to get backinto their stride.Spence had alittle
attack down the centre within the first5 minutes but the deft Derby 13 swept up nicelyandthe resulting corner was quickly
brushed away by the visiting side. The following Derby attack was also snuffed out, in partdue to a spectacular scissor kick
clearance by Thompson, which actually hithis head... we may have found itfunny, but boy was iteffective! Derby remained
attackingfor the following5 minutes or so with a couple more corners for the visitors beforeonce again the pendulum swung
backinthe home side’s favour. Archie Owen took a couple of very well taken corners and Richards foundithard to break
through the sturdy Derby defence despite valianteffort. When the clearances came, Barton and Bostan were usually on hand to
tidy up the overspill beforedroppingitbackinfor another attack by Spence. 15 minutes into sector 2, the Derby 14, the da nger
man, decided he would take a goal kickinstead of the keeper.... cue a massivepuntover all and sundry, droppinginto the path
of the Derby 3 who simply chaseditand punted itinto the Leeds goal past Donohue who barely hada chance...simple, not
exactly pretty, but evidently effective. Spence was havingnone of these shenanigans —Kenneallyand he both were up for it
now, with all of the boys providingattack after attackand itwasn’t long before Kenneally had a crackingshoton goal —lots of
“oohs” and “aaahs” but despite their best efforts, Leeds justcouldn’tfind the net... until the rebound came and Thompson was
on handto nudge the ball pastthe keeper —again,simplebut effective — and nicelyinstinctive. The following 5 minutes was end
to end stuff and there seemed to be a Russian standoff (yes, this is a real thing — it's not justthe Mexicans who have all the fun!)
despite Archie Owen’s best attempts at some excellent corners. Spence once againtryingto pepper the Derby goal but with no
repayment for his efforts interms of makinga difference to the imaginary scoreboard —still 1-2 even though no-one inthe Leeds
supportthough this was a fair reflection of the state of things. Even the next attack by Derby was well anticipated by Donohue
and, whilstwas very closeto the left hand post, was always under control. A Derby attack againstthe run of play was ‘well
anticipated’ by the rump of Bostan and cleared well, even though that part of his personage must still besmarting! 1-2 atthe
closeof sector 2. Whilsttheteam satfor their customaryteam talk by Mr. R at the break, the general consensus amongstthe
faithful was that Leeds were about to steal the show—a view, itis safeto say, that was not shared by the Derby supporters, who
were now hoarsefrom the constantenthusiasm/ shouting/ encouragement from the sidelines. Sector 3 began with 8 minutes
of frenetic end to end activity with Garbutt havinga cracking, powerful effort from distancethatunfortunately was just wide of
the right corner after a deflection from a Derby defender which would ordinarily have been a ‘dead cert’. The resulting goal kick
landedinthe middle of the parkand after a great tackle, Woodeson re-captured the ball before a lovely little pass to Spence
who dulyscored well and made everything even. Up the lads!The new found level of confidenceamongst the team was now
palpableand there followed several minutes of ‘the Kenneally / Woodeson / Archie Owen / Spence’ show, ravaging the Derby
left hand side, but unfortunately not reapinganyrewards. Leeds were now on fire atthe prospectin hand and from this point
on, put bluntly, there only was ever goingto be one winningteam. However, the excitement did resultinsome loss of shapedue
to the lack of width but as the Leeds torrent of attacks seemed to take precedence over structure, the team were now on a rol | —
wave after wave of Woodeson/ Owen threadingthrough to Spence inthe Leeds attackwas inevitablygoingto leadto more
goals anditwas not long before Derby was flattened by the decisive edge of Leeds, even though the last 10 minutes was a
simplyfantasticgame, playedina great spirit. Even a misunderstanding between White and Bostan was well tidied up by Charlie
Owen, who sensed the Derby break and ranall theway backto defence to make his presence known. The followingattackwas
set up nicely by Archie Owen, being threaded through to Woodeson who made a blinding run through before slotting home the
third to the keeper’s left. Derby’s loss of composureat this point made the resultlittle more than academic andRichards
charged forward down the left cutting insideand onto a Woodeson pass to scorea screamer of a shot which didn’t even dip
before scorchingthe back of the net. The way he turned and celebrated saiditall —job done.



